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Course Description 
This course aims to develop the skills of students who already have some familiarity with 
the basics of written and spoken English. Grammar and vocabulary exercises will help to 
build on these foundations through constant practice in the classroom environment and 
beyond. A fiction element, forming part of the instruction each week, will allow students 
to understand how these basic skills are applied in works of literature, film and music in 
order to communicate effectively. This element will inspire students to compose their 
own efforts and to develop their own ability and confidence in speaking, writing and 
reading English.  
 
 
Learning Outcomes  
By the end of the course, the student will have gained an agility and flexibility in the use 
of English. This term, writing skills will be developed in particular by giving the students 
many opportunities to compose short pieces of prose. Oral communication skills, as well 
as the ability to read and understand challenging texts, will have been improved through 
group discussion sessions centered on the fiction element scheduled for class each week. 
 
Course Requirements 
Class attendance is compulsory for this course and are noted throughout the term. Punctuality              
and active participation in class activities are essential to completing the learning outcomes             
outlined above. Students are encouraged to complete a short homework exercise each week, as it               
is important for the advancement of the group towards our goals.  
 
Assessment 
We will measure our progress through a short in-class exercise towards the end of term. 
This will be based on the material covered in class. 
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Course Outline  
 
1. 

● This course builds on materials covered in the first term (September-January), all 
of which are available in the CEU library or online. In the first weeks of the 
winter term, we revise the grammar covered in the previous term in order to cater 
for the needs of new students. We will focus on the future, simple past, past 
continuous and present perfect tense.  

● From mid-March, we proceed according to the schema of the Murphy Grammar 
(see below) to look at modal verbs, conditionals, the passive tense and the uses of 
reported speech.  

● The main teaching resources for the grammar and vocabulary elements of the 
course are: 
McCarthy, Michael and Felicity O’Dell: English Vocabulary in Use, Cambridge 

UP, 2001  
Murphy, Raymond: Grammar in Use: Reference and Practice, Cambridge UP, 

1993  
Hewings, Martin: Advanced Grammar in Use, Cambridge UP, 1999  

2. 
● As outlined in the ‘Course Description’ above, a fiction element that will 

encourage group discussion and response will be the focus of our attention each 
week, parallel to the vocabulary and grammar exercises.  

● The ‘fiction’ elements of this course will include, but will not be limited to, the 
following: 

● Prose: 
London, Jack: To Build a Fire 
Dahl, Roald: The Collected Short Stories 
Aesop: Fables 
Thurber, James: The Secret Life of Walter Mitty 
Örkény, István: Selection from One Minute Stories (in English translation)  

 
 
 

● Poetry: 
William Carlos Williams: Selection 
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Robert Frost: Selection 
Langston Hughes: Selection 
 

● Film 
To Build a Fire- Short Film based on Jack London story dir. Fx Goby (2017) 
The Secret Life of Walter Mitty- dir. Ben Stiller (2014) 
How to Lose Weight in Four Easy Steps- dir. Ben Berman (2016) 
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